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Mr. Andrew Hardy 
Comprehensive Health Planner II 
MaineCare Services 
242 State Street 
11 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0011 
 
January 12, 2016 
 
Re:  Comments on the Proposed Rule:  Chapter 101, MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 21, 
Home and Community Benefits for Members with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
Dear Mr. Hardy, 
Please accept these comments/questions on behalf of the Autism Society of Maine regarding the 
Proposed Rules for Section 21 Home and Community Benefits for Members with Intellectual Disabilities 
or Autism Spectrum Disorder.   The Autism Society of Maine, a non-profit statewide organization with 
over 12,000 members, provides support to children and adults with autism and their families.  Our 
mission is to promote lifelong access and opportunity for all individuals on the autism spectrum to 
become participating members of their communities. Our membership includes individuals with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, their families, members of the community and the professionals who work with 
them.    
We are concerned that many families were not aware of the proposed rule changes or how they could 
impact their loved one.  Since the notice was over a holiday period, we hope the Department will extend 
the comment period and solicit feedback regarding these substantive rule changes from more 
individuals and families?  The Society continues to get calls/inquiries from concerned parents who have 
limited knowledge or information about the proposed system’s changes.   

1.  A number of families have received summaries of a member’s current level of service support 
as determined through the Department, with a comparison of the anticipated level of funding in 
the event that these rules go through as written.  For some of the most vulnerable individuals, 
there is a significant gap in funding.  How will the Department insure that all Maine citizens 
receive the appropriate level of staffing and support to insure both safety and quality of life?    

2. Currently, the system is driven by the Person Centered Planning teams.  How will the 
Department insure that the Person Centered Planning teams continue to be the decision making 
team relative to a person’s plan and support needs?  

3. The proposed rules rely only on the SIS score to determine a level of funding.  The 5 SIS Levels 
equate to 3 levels of funding.  Why would each level not have its own level of funding?  Why 
would the highest level of funding not equal the current service packages being provided for 
people as determined by their PCP teams?  If we have people who need 1:1 or 2:1 staffing in 
Maine then why would the Level 5 not allow adequate funding for that?  

4. The proposed rules establish a complicated process through the QESS for additional support 
hours (which leaves many questions about who will do what, what will the timeframes be, what 
will the member’s right for appeal/grievance be) and requires additional credentials and 
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experience.  How were those requirements arrived at?  Given the challenges in Maine’s 
workforce, how will the Department insure that providers have access to necessary employees?  
If that should fail, what will be the Department’s plan be for insuring safety to individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities?  

5. Using one tool as a measure of support needs is contradictory to the purpose of the SIS as 
outlined by the AAIDD.  Additionally, through a training provided by our agency’s National 
Organization, Autism Society of America, there were strong recommendation for a SIS 
assessment to help inform the treatment planning in addition to other information, history and 
assessments.  Why can’t Maine consider a client’s history, additional assessments (SLP, OT, PT) 
in determining the level of care?   

6. With all of these substantial changes, how will the Department insure that case managers, 
providers, families and individuals---essentially all stakeholders---are trained and able to 
implement a new system?  With the high turnover rates in the department and agency staffing 
how will training be addressed?  How does the Department envision orienting new individuals 
and families to this system of care? 

7. The rules outline a process that allows a SIS level reconsideration for changes that will impact an 
individual for 6 months or longer.  How will this be determined?  Our hope is that any need for 
reconsideration due to life changes be driven solely by the individual and their person centered 
planning team.  How will crisis supports be added on an emergency basis?  What reassurances 
can the Department include in the rules that outline a solid safety net and thoughtful planning 
so that Maine’s most vulnerable individuals are cared for?  

We oppose the regulations as currently written, and ask the Department to recruit stakeholders to join 
them in these efforts.  The Autism Society of Maine would participate and help recruit the valued input 
of our membership toward this end.  We want a strong service delivery system in Maine that insures 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities are offered true community inclusion and full 
lives.  Maine must be strategic in its’ long term planning to meet the needs of the growing number of 
individuals impacted by ID/DD and it will take us all to make sure we get it right.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Autism Society of Maine Board of Directors,   

Laurie Raymond 
Katie Crowley   Sherry Pike 
Marla DiBiase   Nancy Ponzetti-Dyer 
Richard Farnsworth  Brigid Rankowski 
Ken Huhn   Melody Altschuler 
Lynda Mazzola   Tiffiny Rooney 
Kerrie Moody   Terry Valcourt 
Chris Osgood   Sarah Tacket-Nelson 
 
 


